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A partnership developed between the Middleton/Cross Plains Area School District the Middleton Chamber of Commerce and the Cross Plains Business Association

Wisconsin Careers Connection

The WC-Connection is a web-based tool that links business information and employment opportunities to students, school staff and community members via the WISCareers website (http://wiscareers.wisc.edu). 
The connection provides a database of volunteers from local businesses used by the Middleton/Cross Plains Area School District students and staff to locate volunteers for educational activities. This provides an easy mechanism to link business people that are willing to volunteer with teachers/school personnel that are seeking volunteers. 
Volunteer activities are divided into following three areas:
	Business Education
Activities for Students
	Business Work-Based
Learning Activities for Youth
	Services for
Educators/Schools

	· Guest Speaker - Classroom/Auditorium 

· Guest Speaker - Community Event 

· Guest Speaker - Career Day/Career Fair 

· Mentors/Tutors 

· School Volunteers 

· Business Site Tours 
	· Youth Apprenticeship 

· Skill Standard Certified Cooperative Education 

· Cooperative Education 

· Volunteer Work Experiences 

· Service Learning 

· Job Shadowing 
	· Educator Externships 

· Job Shadowing - Teachers/Business People 

· Staff Development Training 

· Management Leadership Training 

· Advisory Committee Membership 

· Donations of Equipment 


How will the WC-Connection benefit businesses/organizations?
· Businesses are identified within the context of career exploration as a future employment option.  For example, when individuals are exploring their career options this site allows them to identify your business as a potential place of employment. This raises the possibility that upon completing preparation, individuals will seek employment with your business/organization, in turn, increasing the likelihood that students will return or stay in the Middleton/Cross Plains area for employment. 
· Provides information to assist students in the development of career plans within the context of employer expectations.
· Educates students and job seekers about the scope of jobs available. 
· Provides a way for businesses to post job openings statewide.
· Facilitates participation in activities that involve volunteers from the business community.
What types of information does the business provide? 
General information: This helps potential employees understand the organization. It includes a description of a business/organization, a list of occupations employed, special skills and qualities desired in employees, and links to company websites. It takes approximately each business about 30 minutes to enter information into the data entry form.

Volunteer information: This describes services or activities in which people in local businesses are willing to participate for the benefit of schools or the community such as guest speaking, mentoring, tutoring, business site tours, youth apprenticeship, cooperative education, volunteer work experiences, job shadowing, service learning, and educator externships.
We look forward to your participation! Registration is easy and simple!  For information and/or questions?  
Contact: Jason Pertzborn, jasonp@mcpasd.k12.wi.us or Al Ripp, Alvin.Ripp@tdstelecom.com
